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RI EXECUTIVE COMMITEE 
 

President 
Ms. Anne Hawker, New Zealand 

President Elect 
Mr. Jan A. Monsbakken, Norway  
Immediate Past President 
Mr. Michael Fox, Australia 

Treasurer 
Dr. Martin Grabois, USA 
 

AFRICA REGION 
Vice President 
Mr. B.T. Naidoo, South Africa 
 

ARAB REGION 
Vice President   
Mr. Khaled El Mohtar, Lebanon 
Deputy Vice President 
Mr. Mukhtar Alrawahi, Oman  
 

ASIA PACIFIC REGION 
Vice President   
Dr. Il-Yung Lee, Korea 
Deputy Vice President 
S.W. Jayawardana (J.P), Sri Lanka. 
 

EUROPEAN REGION 
Vice President  
Dr. Joachim Breuer, Germany 
Deputy Vice President 
Ms. Siobhan Barron, Ireland  
 

LATIN AMERICAN REGION 
Vice President   
L.R.I. Francisco Cisneros-Rivero, Mexico 
Deputy Vice President 
Mr. Marcio Castro de Aguiar, Brazil 
 

NORTH AMERICAN REGION 
Vice President  
Ms. Marca Bristo, USA 
Deputy Vice President 
Mr. Patrick Fougeyrollas, Canada 
 

 

EDUCATION COMMISSION CHAIR 
Dr. Uma Tuli, India 
VICE CHAIR 
Ms. Barbara LeRoy, USA 
 

ICTA CHAIR 
Mr. Joseph Kwan, Hong Kong 
VICE CHAIR  
Mr. Joe Manser, Switzerland 
 

COMMISSION ON HEALTH & 
FUNCTION, CHAIR  
Dr. A. K. Mukherjee, India  
VICE CHAIR 
Dr. Hanno Irle, Germany 
 

COMMISSION ON POLICY & 
SERVICES, CHAIR 
Veijo Notkola, Ph.D., M.Sc., dos, Finland  
VICE CHAIR 
Mrs. Susan Parker, USA 
 

COMMISSION ON LEISURE, 
RECREATION & PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITIES CHAIR 
Mr. Clermont Simard, Canada 
VICE CHAIR 
Open for nomination  
 

SOCIAL COMMISSION CHAIR 
Prof. Joseph Kwok, Hong Kong 
VICE CHAIR 
Ms. Dorothy Anne Howitson, South Africa 
 
COMMISSION ON WORK & 
EMPLOYMENT CHAIR  
Dr. Madan M. Kundu, PH.D. FNRCA, CRC, 
NCC, LRC, USA       
VICE CHAIR 
Dr. Friedrich Mehrhoff, Germany 

  Our Mission 
RI is a global network of impor-
tant multiple stakeholders com-
mitted to promoting the rights 

and inclusion of persons with 
disabilities through advocacy,  
habilitation & rehabilitation  
to achieve an inclusive world  
where all people can enjoy 
active participation and full  

human rights.  

>>>>>>>>    <<<<<<<<    
Our Vision 

 

All people with impairments or 
health concerns, shall be 

allowed to live in an inclusive 
world and enjoy full  
human rights. 

>> 

Rehabilitation International (RI) 
 

Venus Ilagan 
RI Secretary General 
 

25 East 21st Street, 4th Floor 
New York, NY 10010 US 
Tel: +1-212-420-1500 
Fax: +1-212-505-0871 
 

E-Mail: ri@riglobal.org 
Website: www.riglobal.org 

Join RI’s Global Membership and be 
part of and have access to an 

extensive network of experts and 
people with disabilities.  

For information on membership 
contact the RI Secretariat. 
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RI and the UN Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
 
RI played an integral part in advocating for a comprehensive UN 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It actively 
participated in the elaboration and other processes that led to 
the adoption of the UN-CRPD and its Optional Protocol. RI is now 
focused on encouraging states to sign, ratify and implement the 
Convention without reservation – translating the laws into prac-
tices on the ground that bring about meaningful changes in the 
life of persons with disabilities. To learn more about RI and the 
Convention, visit our Website: www.riglobal.org 

Who We Are 
 
Founded in 1922, Rehabilitation International (RI) is the 
only worldwide network of people with disabilities, ser-
vice providers, government agencies, academics, re-
searchers and advocates working to improve the quality 
of life of people with disabilities.  
 
With member organizations in 100 countries and in all 
regions of the world, RI provides a forum for the ex-
change of experience and informa-
tion on research and practice.  
 
It takes pride in being the organiza-
tion that developed the International 
Symbol of Access in 1969, said to be 
one of the five most recognized 
signs in the world today. 

Advancing the Rights and Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities Worldwide 

What We Do 
 
RI and its members work to protect the rights of people 
with disabilities, including ensuring access to and the 
improvement of crucial services for persons with disabili-
ties and their families. RI also promotes collaboration 
among stakeholders and advocates for strong policies 
and legislation in the international, regional and national 
levels to promote these rights. 
RI maintains official relations with the United Nations 
(UN) and its agencies and institutions such as the World 
Health Organization (WHO), the International Labor Or-
ganization (ILO), UNDP, UNESCO and UNICEF among 
others, as well as regional bodies, service providers and 
universities. 
RI also partners with other civil society groups, organiza-
tions of persons with disabilities and others who share 
similar or the same vision. 

How We Work 
 

RI is a democratic organization governed by an Assem-
bly – representing its member organizations – and by 
an Executive Committee elected by the Assembly. 
Policies and activities approved by the Assembly are 
carried out by the Secretariat, headed by the Secre-
tary General. The Assembly meets once a year to dis-
cuss the general policies of the organization.  
RI holds quadrennial World Congresses, Regional Con-
ferences and international meetings on disability-
related topics across the globe.   RI is a matrix organi-
zation, and promotes global actions through its re-
gional committees which are represented by RI’s Vice 
Presidents and Deputy Vice Presidents in the following 
regions: Africa, Arab, Asia Pacific, Europe, Latin Amer-
ica and North America. RI also maintains commissions 
of specialists and experts on issues in disability. Repre-
sented by the RI Chairs and Vice Chairs, the commis-
sions are thematic working groups which assist in de-
veloping and expanding program activities in accor-
dance with RI’s strategic goals. RI Commissions in-
clude:Education Commission,Health and Function 
Commission,International Commission on Technology 
and Accessibility (ICTA), Leisure, Recreation and 
Physical Activities Commission, Policy and Services 
Commission, Social Commission and Work and 
Employment Commission. 


